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Execut ive Summary

Ant i  soc ia l  behaviour  and youth cr ime is  a t  the foref ront  o f  many people ’s  minds,  inc lud ing those in
government ,  po l icy  makers and those l iv ing wi th in  communi t ies  exper ienc ing such prob lems.   Ant i
soc ia l  behaviour  can inc lude anger,  aggress ion,  lack of  respect  and d isengagement  f rom
mainst ream soc ie ty.   Recent  ev idence suggests  that  communicat ion d i f f icu l t ies  are a cons iderable
cont r ibutory  factor  when look ing at  o ffending.  Research suggests  that  60-90%  of  o ffenders have
communicat ion d i f f icu l t ies .  Often these d i f f icu l t ies  are prev ious ly  un ident i f ied and hence,  not
addressed wi th in  the genera l ly  verbal ly  mediated offence focused work wi th in  Youth Offending
Teams.   Th is  may resu l t  in  lack of  comprehension,  in terna l isat ion and min imal  change in  behaviour
resul t ing in  re-offending.   In  recent  months,  the in ter im repor t  o f  the Bercow Review has
high l ighted the impor tance of  Speech and Language Therapy (SLT)  wi th in  the youth just ice arena.   

As a resu l t  o f  these f ind ings,  Bradford YOT in conjunct ion wi th  Bradford & Ai redale Teaching
Pr imary Care Trust  commiss ioned a jo in t ly  funded pro ject  to  examine the communicat ion sk i l ls  o f
young offenders.   Dur ing th is  t ime we invest igated the communicat ion sk i l ls  o f  young offenders and
explored the knowledge base of  s ta ff  in  re la t ion to  SLT.  The pro ject  under took assessment  o f
twenty  young people f rom a var ie ty  o f  orders  wi th  a  representat ive mix  o f  males and females and
examined language comprehension and express ion;  soc ia l  use of  communicat ion a long wi th  the
young person 's  perspect ive on the i r  own communicat ion sk i l ls .  

The key f ind ings are:

There is  a  h igh propor t ion (74%) of  young people work ing wi th  the YOT who have be low 
average communicat ion sk i l ls ,  which is  s ign i f icant ly  more than the average populat ion 
(approx.10%).  
There is  a  h igh leve l  o f  severe communicat ion d i f f icu l ty  (42%) which is  s ign i f icant ly  
h igher  than the average populat ion.
Much of  the communicat ion d isabi l i ty  is  undiagnosed,  wi th  few young people hav ing 
seen a Speech and Language Therapis t  before
YOT staff  recognise a need for  assessment  and in tervent ion of  young people 's  
communicat ion sk i l ls ,  but  lack conf idence in  do ing th is
The language leve ls  in  formal  s i tuat ions such as cour t  or  formal  in terv iews is  arguably  
too complex for  young people to  understand and fu l ly  par t ic ipate in
There is  an ongoing need for  spec ia l is t  speech and language assessments of  young 
people wi th in  the just ice system
There is  a  need for  rout ine screening of  the communicat ion ab i l i t ies  o f  a l l  young people 
invo lved wi th  the YOT
There is  a  need for  s ta ff  t ra in ing to  increase knowledge and conf idence in  how to  deal  
wi th  communicat ion d isabi l i ty  in  young people

The ful l  report  is  avai lable from the Bradford YOT website.

w w w . b r a d f o r d - y o t . c o . u k

The Bradford YOT has become increasingly aware of the range of issues affecting young offenders and
their behaviour.  The YOT has supported research into the learning barriers that may impact on the
young people including supporting a study into the prevalence of Dyslexia.  The SLT project (which ran
from April to October 2008) was in response to the increasing awareness that speech and language
difficulties may have been a hidden barrier to improving outcomes for all young people.

The project supported a Speech and Language Therapist seconded into the Bradford YOT (two days a
week for six months) to undertake a sample of assessments of young offenders on the YOT caseload.
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