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“Once again our ‘Showcase’ event has proved a terrific success.  It proves
what those of us working with young people every day know to be true - they
have tremendous potential, only requiring opportunities and encouragement
to see it fulfilled.  We have seen new work from young people with real talent
supported by committed staff and volunteers from a variety of partners across
the Bradford District .  Again, my thanks go to all the young people who took
part in the event and to everyone who  continues to support to the work of the
Bradford YOT.”

Paul O’Hara
Bradford YOT Manager

The Showcase I I I  featured young people per forming the i r  ta lents  a t  the
Alhambra theat re .   The young people are work ing wi th  a  range of  ar ts
and spor t  based pro jects  across the Bradford Dis t r ic t .   The showcase
was sponsored by the Bradford Youth Offending team and a range of
pro jects  that  cont r ibuted to  the successfu l  event .   Many of  the young
people tak ing par t  were not  o ffenders but  were exc i ted at  the oppor tun i ty
to  show off  the i r  ta lents .

Dis t inquished guests  in  the audience inc luded Professor  Rod Morgan,
Chai rman of  the Youth Just ice Board for  England and Wales,  S i r
Chr is topher  Fray l ing,  Chai rman of  the Ar ts  Counci l ,  and Anne Mace,
Chai r  o f  Nacro.

The evening was c losed by the Deputy  Lord Mayor  and Deputy  Lady
Mayoress Counci l lo r  John D Godward and Mrs Jean Godward,  who
pra ised a l l  the young people tak ing par t  and wished that  more adul ts
across Bradford had seen the enthus iasm, pass ion and ta lent  on d isp lay
f rom the c i ty ’s  young people -  sent iments  echoed by the audience.

The event logo and posters were
designed by young people at

Justart in Shipley.

“I am writing to congratulate you and all the staff for such a wonderful
evening at the Alhambra.  Of course the real credit rests with the young
people themselves but none of it could have taken place without the
imagination and commitment of yourself and the team.  The high
reputation of the Bradford YOT is well and truly confirmed both nationally
and locally.  Many congratulations – it really was a landmark occasion!”

Kath Tunstall
Social Services Director, Bradford MDC
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BRADFORD & DISTRICT YOUTH OFFENDING TEAM

The evening was a mixture of music, dance,
poetry, rap and DVD.  The show opened with
two songs by young people from the JG Music
Room (above).

There was a powerful Performance Poetry piece,
“Broken Glass” by Rachel  Sel lars from Kala
Sangam (right).  Young people from PRISM
spoke about their ambitions against a series of
presentations they had created.  The National
Museum of Film, Photography and Television
presented a brief film about the “YOT Olympics”,
an event which involved over 100 young people.  

Posit ive Futures,  Holmewood per formed
“Mixed Up” ,  a  v ibrant  and energet ic  dance.
Joint  Act iv i t ies Service (JAS) f i l led the s tage
wi th  a  ser ies of  min i  -  dramas "Before and
After"  which showed how a young person’s
conf idence can be boosted.   The Academy
per formed “Ubuntu” ,  a  power fu l  p iece about
communi ty  sp i r i t ,  reso lu t ions and coming
together  o f  body and minds.   A monologue by
Bazeet  Areowosaye f rom YMCA/TISSP was a
very personal  account  o f  how he is  deal ing
wi th  the chal lenges in  h is  l i fe .

The final contribution was an impressive dance
routine “In My i-Pod” from 2nd Stance Youth
Dance Company,  par t  o f  Dance for Life.  For
more information and contact details for all the
projects - go to the Bradford YOT website or call
on 01274 436060.

And f inal ly,  many thanks to al l  technical
staf f  and volunteers who made the event

run so smoothly.


